Written Test

A lot of employers years ago would insist they give their office personnel a typing test, but then had no concern about the driver they just hired.  A written examination of all drivers is essential for proper driver selection.  It is not so hard.  Included in this report are a few examples.  You will note that they are not difficult tests.  They do not test the drivers critical knowledge, rather they test their general knowledge.  They are short, easy to administer and easy to grade.

In most cases, you should consider establishing a pass fail score.  This score should probably be fairly high.  Consider the idea of giving the test to your top drivers and using the average score they receive as a minimum criteria.

Take the tests yourself.  You may find that if a perspective driver misses many of the answers, you are going to really wonder about their driving knowledge.

Aside from this exam, you may also wish to test the candidate's knowledge of state traffic regulations to verify a working knowledge of these regulations.  Each state has a booklet containing its traffic regulations with sample questions that can be used as a guide.

See attached exhibits

A Suggested Format To

Test Your Defensive Driving Knowledge #1

Some questions have more than one correct answer.  Congratulations to those who pass with flying colors.  A reminder to those who do not fare so well;  Brushing up on your driving knowledge may one day save your life.

1)  The first thing a driver should do when entering a motor vehicle is:


a) Start the engine


b) Fasten your safety belt


c) Put the gear shift in reverse


d) Turn on the radio


e) Put your foot on the brake pedal


f) Check your mirrors

2) It is safe to assume that a driver who is slow to respond to traffic signals may be intoxicated.:


True

False

3) If you are being tailgated, slow down:


True

False

4) Ice just above freezing is more slippery than ice at or near zero degrees:


True

False

5) When "blinded" by an oncoming vehicle's high beams, you should:


a) Put on your sunglasses fast


b) Flip on your high beams


c) Use the right edge of the pavement as a guide until the other vehicle passes


d) Reduce your speed

6) The most dangerous time to drive is:


a) Friday; midnight to 2 AM Saturday


b) Monday; 5 PM to 7 PM


c) Saturday; midnight to 2 AM Sunday


d) Saturday 8 PM to 10 PM

7) Failure to yield the right-of-way causes almost every intersection accident:


True

False

8) Defensive driving depends on a vehicle that is well maintained:


True

False

9) When another driver is passing you, move to the right and be ready to slow down:


True

False

Answers to Quiz #1

1)  B 

2)  True

3)  True

4)  True

5)  C and D

6)  C

7)  True

8)  True

9)  True

Sample Driver Safety Quiz #2

(Circle the best answer to each question)

1. You are driving on a snow-covered road and have to stop quickly.  The best way to do so is to:

A.
Slam on the brakes

B.
Pump the brake pedal

C.
Turn off the ignition and apply the emergency brake

D.
Roll down the window and signal a stop

2. Another car is trying to pass your vehicle on a two lane road.  Just as the other car draws up alongside yours, it's driver sees an oncoming car approaching and starts to drop back into the lane behind you.  You can help reduce the danger to all these cars by:

A.
Accelerating

B.
Applying the brakes

C.
Keeping your speed constant

D.
Blowing your horn as a danger signal

3. What is the order of a driver’s reactions in making an emergency stop?

A.
See, recognize, decide, react, brake

B.
Recognize, see, react, decide, brake

C.
See, brake, decide, recognize, react

D.
Recognize, react, see, decide, brake

4. When you are driving under unfavorable weather conditions, what is the safest thing to do?

A.
Keep your window open for greater visibility

B.
Straddle the center line to be certain you can follow the road

C.
Reduce your speed to shorten your stopping distance

D.
Under-inflate your tires to ensure traction on the road surface

5. What is the best way to offset drowsiness while driving?

A.
Rest your eyes by pressing gently on one eyelid, then the other

B.
Keep a window open

C.
Play the car radio real loud

D.
Pull to the side of the road, get out and stretch
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6. Which of the following is most likely to cause you to lose traction on a slippery road?

A.
Applying the brakes and releasing the brake pedal in rapid succession

B.
Sudden acceleration

C.
Under-inflated tires

D.
Keeping the car pulling steadily at reduced speed

7. When you have to back into a busy street, what is the best procedure to follow?

A.
Back slowly into the street and proceed in the direction you want to go

B.
Back slowly into the nearest lane and proceed in the direction of the traffic flow

C.
Back quickly into the nearest lane and proceed in the direction of the traffic flow

D.
Back quickly into the street and proceed in the direction you want to go

8. A child darts into the street ahead of your vehicle while you are traveling 20 mph.  Assuming you have average reaction time, how long will it take you to shift your foot from the accelerator to the brake, and how far will your vehicle travel in that time.

A.
1/4 second -- 8 feet

B.
1/2 second -- 15 feet

C.
3/4 second -- 22 feet

D.
1 second -- 30 feet

9. The right wheels of your vehicle have dropped off the pavement onto the shoulder and you are traveling 30 mph.  What should you do?

A.
Turn sharply back onto the pavement at once

B.
Apply the brakes firmly, and then pull onto the pavement

C.
Keep a firm grip on the wheel, drive the vehicle in a straight line, and slow down gradually

D.
Pump the brakes and keep trying to steer onto the pavement

10. An approaching vehicle is weaving back and forth across the center line.  The safest action you can take is to:

A.
Keep in your lane to force him back onto his side of the road

B.
Slow down and drive well to the right, getting off the road if necessary

C.
Blow your horn steadily and blink your lights to alert him

D.
Stop your car as quickly as possible and get out of the vehicle

Answers to Quiz #2:

1 --  B

2 --  A

3 --  A

4 --  C

5 --  D

6 --  B

7 --  B

8 --  C

9 --  C

10 -  B

Sample Drivers Written Test #3

1.  A non-resident of New Mexico who possesses a license from his home state or country cannot drive in New Mexico if he:

A. Is under 18 years of age.

B. Is driving as a form of employment.

C. Is an employee of the US driving a motor vehicle owned by or leased to the US who is driving on official business

2.  The following persons will not be issued a New Mexico drivers license:

A. Anyone who has not passed the required examinations.

B. Anyone whom the director has good cause to believe would operate a motor vehicle on the highways in an unsafe manner.

C. Anyone who fails to maintain proof of financial ability.

D. All of the above.

E. None of the above.

3.  True or False:  The holder of any valid driver's license may operate a moped.

4.  What are the three (3) types of testing performed to obtain a New Mexico drivers license?

   1. ____________________   2. ____________________   3. ____________________   

5.  If you are a new resident of New Mexico,  you are required to apply for a license within ______ days of becoming a resident  and before accepting employment.

6.  If you fail to disclose any conviction of driving while under the influence of alcohol or drugs in New Mexico or anywhere else in the US., you will not be eligible to obtain a license for a period of at least

A. 30 Days

B. 6 Months 

C. 1 Year

7. A new Mexico drivers license is normally issued for 

A. 3 Years

B. 4 Years

C. 5 Years

8.  Whenever you change your name or address, you have ________ days in which to report the change to the Motor Vehicle Division.

9.  True or False:  It is a felony to possess an altered, forged or counterfeit license.

10.  True or False:  Children one year to five years old must be secured either in an approved child restraint device or in the rear seat by a seat belt.

11.  True or False:  No one is exempt from wearing a seat belt while a vehicle is in motion.

12.  If you arrive at an intersection at the same time as another vehicle, you must yield to the vehicle on your  ______________.
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13.  Never follow a vehicle at a distance less than your vehicles travels in 

A. 2 Seconds.

B. 3 Seconds.

C. 4 Seconds.

14.  If a school bus is stopped and the driver turns on the red alternating flasher lights and uses the stop arm, you must stop at least 10 feet before reaching the bus

A. From behind.

B. From the opposite direction.

C. From either direction

D. All of the above.

15.  It is illegal to follow any emergency vehicle closer than ______ feet.

16.  To maintain complete control of your vehicle, you should brake

A. before entering a curve.

B. In the middle of a curve.

C. Coming out of a curve.

17.  If your vehicle begins to skid, you should 

A. Turn the steering wheel away from the skid

B. Brake until your vehicle slows to a safe enough speed to straighten out.

C. Turn the steering wheel in the direction of the skid.

18.  True or False:  The hand and arm extended upward means to stop or decrease speed.

19.  True or False:  You may make a left turn at a red light after you have come to a complete stop unless a posted sign prohibits the turn.

20.  You should park no further from the curb than

A. 16 Inches

B. 18 Inches

C. 20 Inches

21  True or False:  When parking uphill where there is no curb, turn your wheels to the right.

22.  The minimum distance for parking from a fire hydrant is

A. 15 Feet

B. 18 Feet

C. 20 Feet

23.  A flashing yellow light means

A. To look both ways before proceeding.

B. To slow down and use extra caution.

C.  To speed up to avoid being hit by vehicles traveling from the opposite direction,
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24.  Match the major sign shapes to their designation



  A. Octagon
1. Warning



  B. Triangle
2. Regulations



  C. Round
3. Stop



  D. Diamond
4. Yield



  E. Pentagon
5. Railroad



  F. Rectangle
6. School

25.  A black diagonal line through a figure on a sign means  _________________.

26.  True or False:  Broken yellow line mean that passing is prohibited.

27.  White lines

A. Divide lanes of traffic in opposite directions.

B. Mean no passing.

C. Divide lanes of traffic going in the same direction.

28. Do not pass within ________ feet of intersections, crosswalks or railroad crossings.

29.  True or False:  You can see better in the fog with your lights on low beams.

30.  True or False:  Wider tires reduce the possibility of hydroplaning.

Answers to Drivers Quiz # 3

1. 
B

2. 
D

3. 
True

4.
Vision, Written, Road

5.
30 Days

6. 
C -1 Year

7. 
B - 4 Years

8. 
10 Days

9. 
False ( It is a misdemeanor)

10. 
True

11.
False

12.
Right

13. 
2 Seconds

14.
C or D

15.
500 Feet

16.
A

17.
C

18.
False (means turning right)

19.
False

20.
B - 18 Inches

21.
True

22.
A - 15 Feet

23.
B

24.
A3,   B4,   C5,   D1,   E6,   F2

25.
No

26. 
False

27. 
C

28.
100 Feet

29. 
True

30. 
False


